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5 to the Honourable, the Baillies of Edinburgh, Sherif-Deputes and * 
7 | Juſtices. of his Majeſty's Peace within the ſame, and Liberties thereof, 
complains Nobert Gray Procurator-Fiſcal to the City of Edintkurgh 
upon Andrew Chalmer Writer and Accomptant in Edinburgh, THAT: WHERE, 
by the Laws of GOD, and by the Laws of this and all other well governed 
Realms, the Reviling of Magiſtrates, and thoſe placed in Authority; the framing, 
ubliſhi and difperting an defamatory and — them, containing 
Ella, icious and ſcandalous Repreſentations of their iniſtration of the pu-; 
blick Truſt committed to them by Law, are Crimes of a hainous Nature; and 
1 —— YET TRUE IT IS, and of Verity, That the faid 4r- 
drew Chalmer Defender hath taken upon him, and hath been guilty of the 
foreſaid Crime, IN SO FAR AS the ſaid Andrew Chalmer did, upon the 28th 
Day of January in this preſent tale; or upon -one or other of the Days 
of the faid Month, or of the Month cember preceeding, or of the Month 
of February following, frame, and cauſe print, or at leaſt publiſh, within the 
City of Edinburgh, and elſewhere within this Kingdom, an defamatory or inju- 
rious Libel; intitled, ** An Hiſtorical Account of the City of Edinburgh's Duty 
on Ale, and of the Management thereof, &c.“ and of which Libel a printed 
Copy by the Complainer is herewith produced, . and held. as repeated 
| $revitatis cauſa, Reference being had thereto for the greater Certainty: AND 
inn the forefaid Libel, the faid Andrew Chalmer doth falſely, maliciouſſy and 
ſcandalouſly —_— the Adminiſtration of the Magiſtrates and Town-Councy 
of Edinburgh that have been fince the Year 1710, downwards to this Day, 
and the Adminiſtration of the Magiſtrates and Council that now are, as deſtru- 
ive of the publick Intereſt of the City, and of the Intereſt of the Burgeſſes 
of the faid City and Community. more particularly, the ſaid Andrew 
Chalmer Defender, in the printed Libel aforeſaid, falſely, malicioufly and inju- 
-riouſly charges the Magiſtrates and Town-Council-of the faid for the Year 
170, and their Predeceſſors, that they wantonly and corruptly did remit, and 
2 away to the City's Tackſmen of the foreſaid Duty upon Ale large Sums 
due bythem to the City, extending o L. 14580 Sterling, or ſome ſuch _ | 
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* . 'of whoſe Patrimony they | 
Wn . he alſo — e faid Magiſtrates and Council 
dpf the 1710 with havi —_ r the Grant of their fore- 
dad Duty, from the 1 uſt-1743, to- certain 
favourite Aſſignees, at an U e to the Prejudice the City in no leſs 
'a Sum than the Sum of Nine or Ten Thouſand Pounds Sterling; That the 
1 Aſſignment was really worth the foreſaid Sum more than what was agreed for 
dy pu Magiſtrates and vb with their favourite Aſſignees; and which Sum. 
the de Mags un and Council might have teceived for the Benefit of the City, 
= | from other Aili Secondly, The ſaid Andrew Chalmer, in his Libel fore- 
3 Haid, falſel ads and ſcandalouly jcharges the Magiſtrates and Town- 
_ Council of * Edinburg 4 and their Per? for e Time, with having impo led: 
= upon the ume and having induced them preci y, and without * due 
_ Deliberation, to paſs an Act of Parliament in the Year of his late Maj 
_ Kin n= the 7 longing ing the Grant of the forelaid Duty upon Ale 15 
1 Ciy Edinburgh Er che erm of Nineteen Years, e e — the = 
_ uſt 3 Thirdly, Tho the Frolongation of the Term of the fore- 
1 a wa of Parliament laſt above-mentioned was plainhy and ex- 
wi hl Grin by te ing the gradual Decreaſe of the Town's: Revenus, 
| 328 — thereof Lands were purchaſed by the Magiſtrates and Coun- 
eil for che Icreaſe of the Revenue of the Town; yet | the ſaid Andrew 
- Chalmer falſely, maliciouſly and injuriouſly es it as an Act of Male-Admini- 
'niſtration in the Magiſtrates and Town- Council for the Time, their having pur- 
| - chaſed Lands: fon augmenting the Revenue. of the Town, and their ſtating the 
_—_ Price thereof, with ent of, the Overſeers by Law, to the Du 
_ -granted for chat very Purpoſe; and that the 0 of theſe 1 
_ :when fold was t Ay as a Part of the 'Town's Ordinary Revenue: This 
1 charged upon the - Magiſtrates and Council as a pocketting up fo: much 
the Mon ing der le, Gram, a e eg e ate 
be 1 away, and to be played with is the general 
hs of the Adminiſtration of the Revenue of the: Town that he als 50 
_— convey. to the Publick. _Fourthly, The faid. Andrew Chalmer falfely, malici- 
= dae! and "cory accuſes the able Works and Council for che me, o 
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Council on. Prezence of 2 ick Good of the Town, while y intended 

5 themſelves anch their Friends; — by the Act 

nf pn that the {whole Works: were to be finiſhed, 
, Ol or before the firſt Day of 7 
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niſh from the Rate that it ee before; and at the ſam e k 
Time, he accuſes them for applying to Parliament for an Extenſion of tlie 
Grant over the four Pariſhes adjacent to the City, as the moſt probable Means 8 
of preventing the Decreaſe of the ſaid Duty, or even for augmenting the ſame: " 
And further, at the ſame Time that he accuſes the Magiſtrates and Council of L 
oppreſſing the Heretors of the! ſaid four Pariſhes, by obtaining from Parliament 
an Extenſion of the Grant, he accuſes the ſaid Magiſtrates and Council of 
fquandering away the Produce of the ſaid Duty, by giving Equivalents to the 
e. of the Lands within theſe four Pariſhes, for their Damage ariſing | 
from the ſaid Extenſion, tho? theſe alſo were authoriſed by Parliament. Sixthly, . 
The ſaid Andrew Chalmer falſely, tony and injuriouſl ſuppoſes, 'That = 
the foreſaid Duty on Ale was not to the City of Edinburgs, and that I 
the Adminiſtration was not ted to the Magiſtrates and Council thereof; 
but that the ſame was to the Overſeers appointed by Act of Parliament, 
to be managed by them, and to be applied not Pn to the Benefit of the 
City: And that the Magiſtrates and Council for the Time being had unduly - 
mffuenced the Overſeers to 2 nn from their Truſt, and to; allo the Magiſtrates » 
to manage the Duty neither for the Benefit of the City, nor for the Purpoſes. 
= by the ſeveral Acts of Parliament; And particularly, that the Provoſt 1 
for the Time being had, in ſome Inſtances, received Money conſigned into the 4 
Hands of the City, purſuant to the Act of Parliament 1695, intituled, An Act — 
« for the regulating the Sale and Payment of — Eſftates;” and thoſe 
Sums, with the Intereſt, though by the Law chargeable on the City and its 
ordinary Revenue, yet had been unduly charged; on the Duty on Ale. And, 
Seventhly, That the Decreaſe of the foreſaid Duty is chargeable upon the Ma- =——_ 
giſtrates, and all the 8 thereof, That the publick Works intended! 
by the Prolongation of the Duty to be finiſhed their being yet unfiniſhed; and 1 
the great Debts intended to have been extinguiſhed by the Prolongation of the 
Grant their remaining ſtill reſting by the Ceyz and the- Application made to 
Parliament for a further Prolongation of the Grant ; 'That- they are all charge- | 
able upon the Male-Adminiſtration of the Magiſtrates- and Council: And as a2 2 
Conſequence of all this, That the Magiſtrates and Council ought to be diveſted A 
of the Adminiſtration, as of the proper Patri of the Town, which belongs 
to them by the Law, and by coy Boon of the Town into a Royal Burrow ; 
fo alſo of the Adminiſtration of this Duty upon Ale, granted in Aid of the ordi- 
nary Revenue of the Town; And that the Adminiſtration of beth ſhould be 
veſted in Strangers, more to the Liking of the ſaid Andrew Chalmer, to the 
Diſſolution of the City, whoſe Revenue is and muſt be the Patrmony of the 
City; and while it remains undiſſolved, the Adminiſtration muſt remain in 
the * e and Town-Council, choſen by the Burgeſſes; WHICH, or Part 
of the Premiſſes being found proven, the faid .Ardrew Chalmer ought to be 
puniſhed in his Perſon: and Goods. with the Pains of Law. * 
% ROBERT GRAY. 
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